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20 YEARS OF STATISTICS FRIENDSHIP

Our two countries established diplomatic relations in 1990, and
collaboration in all fields is expanding.One genuine and successful
manifestation of this is the friendly and mutually beneficial cooperation
between the Statistics Korea(KOSTAT)and the National Statisticsoffice(NSO)of
Mongolia. On June 28, 2002, our two statistical organizations signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), which marked the beginning of the
vigorous development of bilateral relations. Within the framework of the MoU,
the organizations collaborated in the areasof statistics exchange, organizing
training seminars, strengthening human resource capacity, and implementing
joint projects, making a significant contribution to the development of the
National Statistics System(NSS) of Mongolia. The Monstat project is one of
the shining exampleof our collaboration.

Between 2009 and 2014, the National Statistics Office of Mongolia
implemented the Monstat project: Strengthening Mongolia's NSS, which was
funded by the International Development Association and Trust Fund of the
Republic of Korea and the World Bank Trust for Statistical Capacity Building.
Information Technology Department of the NSO closely collaborated with a
team of experts from the KOSTAT.The main outcomes were the development
and launch of an integrated statistical information dissemination system,
www.1212.mn - MONSIS, and building on Information Technology Plan, with
financial support from the Government of the Republic of Korea,both of which
made major contributions to the NSS of Mongolia. Moreover, the KOSTAT
ODA Project, implemented by the National Statistics Office of Mongolia (NSO)
in 2012, was fully in line with our national development policy - the
MDG-based Comprehensive National Development Strategy of Mongolia,
adopted by the Mongolian Parliament in 2008, and the National Programme
for Development of Statistics for 2011-2015, passed by the Parliament in
2011.

The establishment and launch of the Mongolian Statistical Information
Service - MONSIS under the KOSTAT ODA Project was a significant step
forward in the advancement of information technology and the dissemination



of statistical information by the NSS of Mongolia. Our statistics users
benefited greatly from the MONSIS, which had time series covering the period
1921-2012 for 430 indicators across 40 domains, together with their metadata,
and served as an online database for microdata from various surveys as well
as all published statistics and products. Although the NSO had an information
database for statistics users, its interface was not user-friendly, and many
users preferred to visit the NSO to collect data and statistics. As a result of
this system, the country's access to official data has risen significantly, and
we have been able to improve our use of statistics. The number of visitors to
the MONSIS, for example, went from 20473 in 2012 to 235507 in 2016.

Building on the Information Technology Plan for the Project, which was
developed with the assistance of Statistics Korea experts. Furthermore, the
NSO made infrastructure investments in hardware and software in accordance
with its plan. The NSO procured and installed IT networking and security
equipment and related software between 2013 and 2014. This enabled the
NSO to establish an Integrated Network System (Virtual Private Network)
whereby local statistical offices could transmit statistical data they collected to
the NSO Headquarters in a secured environment. From 2014 onwards, the
NSO is using this network for its data transfer and transmission from its local
statistical offices.

Finally, The NSO has started implementation of the project “Government
integrated Database” with support from the Asian Development bank. In
addition, it is expected to begin the second phase of the project in 2024with
the KOSTAT ODA. Furthermore, within the framework of KOSTAT assistance,
we intend to expand our collaboration in the fields of data integration,
information technology, the human resource capacity building, and sharing
experiences linked to the modernization of official statistics.

The MONSIS was fundamental in extending access to official statistics
provided by the NSO, as well as improving statistical use and data literacy
among users.Correspondingly, KOSTAT ODA will be an invaluable boost to
the strengthening of the NSS of Mongolia.

Sincerely,
BATDAVAA BATMUNKH
CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL STATISTICS OFFICE OF MONGOLIA



