
Analysis of changes for 5 years after 
marriage (according to Newlyweds Statistics)

1. Overview

□ (Characteristics)
In 2019, the newlyweds at first marriage, who resided in the nation and remained 
married after reporting their marriage 5 years ago, totaled 212 thousand couples.

❍ Among newlyweds at first marriage, wives born in 1980~1989 occupied 80.3%. 
(1980~1984: 36.3%, 1985~1989: 44.0%)

❍ Newlyweds who remained as dual income couples for the past 5 years occupied 
25.6%. Newlyweds who remained as single income couples for the past 5 years 
occupied 18.5%.

❍ Newlyweds not owning a housing unit for the past 5 years occupied 40.7%. 
Newlyweds owning a housing unit for the past 5 years occupied 28.7%.

< Share of newlyweds by change in economic 
activities for the past 5 years (%)>

< Share of newlyweds by change in house 
ownership status for the past 5 years (%) >

□ (Change in child birth, economic activity and house ownership for 5 years)
❍ Newlyweds with a child in the second year of marriage accounted for 55.9%. This 

figure reached 82.5% in the fifth year of marriage.

❍ In the first year of marriage, the share of dual income couples (51.6%) was higher 
than that of single income couples. This share of dual income couples showed a 
drop until the third year of marriage. In the fourth year of marriage, this share 
turned into a rise, recording 46.6% in the fifth year of marriage.

❍ The share of newlyweds owning a housing unit showed an increase as time went 
by, reaching 53.9% in the fifth year of marriage.



< Change in child birth for the past 
5 years (%, person) >

< Change in economic activity and house 
ownership for the past 5 years (%) >

2. Demography of newlyweds by wife's birth year

❍ The share of wives with a child in the fifth year of marriage, who were born in 
1980~1984, stood at 83.5%. Their average number of children stood at 1.16 
persons. The share of wives with a child in the fifth year of marriage, who were 
born in 1985~1989, stood at 84.6%. Their average number of children stood at 
1.19 persons.

❍ The share of economically active wives, who were born in 1980~1989, recorded 
the highest figure of 53.7%.

< Child birth status by wife's birth year > < Economic activity and house ownership 
status by wife's birth year >

❍ The share of economically active wives, who were born in 1980~1989, recorded 
the highest figure in the first year of marriage. Throughout 5 years' marriage, the 
share of economically active wives was higher than the share of economically 
inactive wives.



< Change in economic activity of wives 
born in 1980~1984 (%) >

< Change in economic activity of wives 
born in 1985~1989 (%) >

❍ The share of wives with a child, who were born in 1980~1989, exceeded 50% in 
the second year of marriage. The share of wives (58.4%) with a child, who were 
born in 1980~1984, was 5.5%p higher than that of wives (52.9%) with a child, who 
were born in 1985~1989.

< Change in child birth of wives born in 
1980~1984 (%) >

< Change in child birth of wives born in 
1985~1989 (%) >

3. Demography of newlyweds according to the change in economic 
activity

❍ Couples (86.4%) who remained as dual income couples for the past 5 years 
showed a higher share of couples with a child than those (82.3%) who remained 
as single income couples for the past 5 years.

❍ Regardless of newlyweds who remained as dual income couples or single income 
couples for the past 5 years, the share of newlyweds with a child in the second 
year of marriage exceeded 50%. The share of newlyweds, who remained as single 
income couples for 5 years, with a child in the second year of marriage (64.7%) 
was 14.3%p higher than that of newlyweds, who remained as dual income couples 
for 5 years, with a child in the second year of marriage (50.4%).



< Change in child birth of newlyweds 
remaining as single income couples or dual 

income couples for 5 years >

< Change in the share of newlyweds with a 
child, who remained as single income couples 

or dual income couples for 5 years >

4. Demography of newlyweds according to the change in child birth 
and house ownership

❍ (Child birth and change in wife's economic activity)
As for wife's economic activity of couples without a child, the share of economically 
active wives was higher than that of economically inactive wives.

- As for wife's economic activity of couples with a child, the share of economically active 
wives in the first year of marriage stood at 57.0%. This share fell to 47.9% in the third 
year of marriage. In the meantime, this share rose to 50.9% in the fifth year of marriage.

❍ (House ownership and change in child birth)
The share of couples with a child (82.9%), who owned a housing unit for 5 years, 
was higher than that of couples with a child (80.7%), who didn't own a housing unit 
for 5 years.

< Change in wife's economic activity by 
child status (%) >

< Change in the share of newlyweds with a 
child by house ownership status (%) >



< Characteristics of newlyweds at first marriage >
(Unit: couples, person, %)

　 Number of 
newlyweds

Couples 
without a 

child

Couples 
with a child

Average 
number of 
children**

House 
ownership 

statusShare

Total 212,287 100.0 37,225
17.5 

175,062
82.5 1.16 114,363

53.9

By 
wife's 
birth 
year

1974 or before 3,824 1.8 72.1 27.9 0.33 60.9 
1975~1979 16,377 7.7 27.9 72.1 0.93 59.4 
1980~1984 76,962 36.3 16.5 83.5 1.16 57.1 
1985~1989 93,383 44.0 15.4 84.6 1.19 53.7 
1990 or after 21,741 10.2 12.9 87.1 1.33 37.8 

< Change in economic activity and house ownership status for 5 years >

1st year 
(2015

2nd year 
(2016)

3rd year 
(2017)

4th year 
(2018)

5th year 
(2019)

Newlywe
ds at first 
marriage

　 Couples 
without a 

child

Couples 
with a 
child

Average 
number of 
children**

House 
ownersh
ip statusShare

Change in 
economic 

activity

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income 54,266 25.6 17.7 82.3 1.12 62.0 

Single 
income 5,617 2.6 22.7 77.3 1.05 58.1 

Single 
income

Single 
income 5,272 2.5 16.9 83.1 1.11 57.6 

Single 
income

Single 
income

Single 
income 7,609 3.6 12.1 87.9 1.23 55.6 

Single 
income

Single 
income

Single 
income

Single 
income 11,258 5.3 10.6 89.4 1.28 56.0 

Single 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income 4,741 2.2 25.8 74.2 1.01 54.7 

Single 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income 4,144 2.0 21.2 78.8 1.08 55.3 

Single 
income

Dual 
income

Dual 
income 4,950 2.3 15.9 84.1 1.16 51.9 

Single 
income

Dual 
income 6,034 2.8 14.4 85.6 1.24 52.2 

Single 
income 39,340 18.5 13.6 86.4 1.27 54.3 

Others (unemployed, housework, unidentified, etc.) 69,056 32.5 - - - -

Change in 
house 

ownership

Non-
ownership 86,315 40.7 19.3 80.7 1.13 -

Ownership 60,949 28.7 17.1 82.9 1.16 -
Non-

ownership Ownership 12,501 5.9 15.6 84.4 1.19 -

Non-
ownership Ownership 13,764 6.5 15.6 84.4 1.18 -

Non-
ownership Ownership 12,016 5.7 16.2 83.8 1.16 -

Non-
ownership Ownership 11,532 5.4 16.0 84.0 1.17 -

Others (change from ownership to non-ownership) 15,210 7.2 - - - -

* Including changes in economic activity (e.g. from others to dual income couples or single income 
couples)



< Change in economic activity, house ownership and 
child birth of newlyweds at first marriage >

1st year 
(2015)

2nd year 
(2016)

3rd year 
(2017)

4th year 
(2018)

5th year 
(2019)

Total
212,287 212,287 212,287 212,287 212,287
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Economic 
activity

Dual income
109,572 97,807 93,179 96,475 98,942 

(51.6) (46.1) (43.9) (45.4) (46.6)

Single income
88,786 99,985 104,371 102,871 101,024 
(41.8) (47.1) (49.2) (48.5) (47.6)

House 
ownership

Ownership
73,126 84,135 95,394 105,083 114,363 
(34.4) (39.6) (44.9) (49.5) (53.9)

Non-ownership
139,161 128,152 116,893 107,204 97,924 

(65.6) (60.4) (55.1) (50.5) (46.1)

Child birth

Couples without a 
child

163,489 93,681 62,114 46,173 37,225 
(77.0) (44.1) (29.3) (21.8) (17.5) 

Couples with a 
child

48,798 118,606 150,173 166,114 175,062 
(23.0) (55.9) (70.7) (78.2) (82.5) 

Average number 
of children** 0.23 0.58 0.81 1.01 1.16

** The average number of children is calculated based on wives. The figure includes all children 
born before marriage report.


